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A Study on Japan's Standpoints for the Host Nation Support (HNS)

Fan Qiang & Deng Handong

Abstract: Although Japan's Host Nation Support (HNS) has been regarded as an internal friction, the
negative effect it brought about to the U.S.-Japan alliance is limited. Faced with the regional uncertainties
and the strategic contraction of the U.S. since the Obama administration, the significance of the HNS as a
mean of improving alliance contribution and maintaining the US presence has been increasing. In addition,
with the regional security uncertainty, the Japanese public pay more attention to the U.S.-Japan alliance,
and become more tolerant to increasing defense expenditure and the HNS. The U.S. would be restrained
from posing greater pressure on Japan in light of the Japanese domestic public sentiments and Japan's

increasing role in the regional power transition. In future, the burden-sharing issue of the U.S.-Japan
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alliance will be more diversified. The bilateral cooperation in some new spheres, such as cyber security and
space, as well as the two countries’ emphasis on alliance deterrence ability through diplomacy rather than
through military alone will affect their assessment on the alliance contribution.
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